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1876-85. exquisite phrases, stanzas, lines, and half lines had
become only less a -part of the language than
Tennyson's Shakespeare's own. While Browning became more
supremacy. difficult and obscure, so that his warmest admirers
turned with relief from his later to his earlier poems,
Tennyson retained to the last all his old majesty
of diction, splendour of imagery, and richness of
thought Some of his noblest verse, such as the
great ballad of Sir Richard Grenville's ship Revenge,
the incomparable Ode to Virgil, and the magical
lines on Catullus, appeared first in the Nineteenth
Century, making the publication of a magazine a
real literary event. Alfred Tennyson and Victor
Hugo were in the magnificence of their old age the
supreme glory of England and of France*

In politics the authority of age is not entirely
advantageous. After Mr. Gladstone's complete
victory over Lord Beaconsfield in 1880, when he
Gladstone's was himself seventy years old, he held for a decade
sMp?tor" and a half unchallenged supremacy in the State.
When Lord Hartington took office under him
after the General Election, the act amounted to an
acknowledgment that so long as he continued in
public life there was no other possible leader of the
Liberal party. The Whigs, who always disliked
and distrusted him, dwindled to extinction from
decay. The Nonconformists forgot the Education
Act, and followed enthusiastically the friend of
the Christians in the East. His own Church, the
Church of England, was, like all religious establish-
ments, predominantly Conservative, and after Lord
Beaconsfield's death found in Lord Salisbury a
more congenial chief. Mr. Gladstone had at least
this in common with Dissenters, that he abhorred
ErastianisHi, and believed in the freedom of religion
from the control of the State. Radicals saw that
he was becoming more democratic, less inclined to
regard political judgment as a monopoly of birth,